AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 / Apr. 7

al discussion about the role of women and young
girls on our planet and for our future.

Electronic Information Regulation

Q. You alluded to our being in the informa-
tion age. Many of us in this room are inves-
tigating and developing ways of disseminating
information electronically. There are thousands
outside this room who are doing the same. What
role, if any, does the Federal Government have
in censoring or regulating that information and
news?

The President. Let me begin by saying I sup-
port what youre doing, and I've tried to bring
the White House up to date electronically. You
know, we have a pretty sophisticated E-mail op-
eration. And now you can take a tour of the
White House and all the Federal agencies on
the Internet and find out more than you ever
wanted to know. So we’re trying to be there
for you in virtual reality land.

I guess youre asking me about the bill that
Senator Exon introduced on trying to regulate
obscenity through the E-mail system, or through
the electronic superhighway. To be perfectly
honest with you, I have not read the bill. I
am not familiar with its contents, and I don’t
know what I think. I do believe—about this
specific bill. [Laughter] I'll tell you what I think
about the issue.

I believe that insofar as that Governments
have the legal right to regulate obscenity that
has not been classified as speech under the First
Amendment, and insofar as the American public
widely supports, for example, limiting access of
children to pornographic magazines, I think it
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Thank you. Let’s give Alexis another hand.
[Applause] Was she great, or what? I don’t think
there is much more for me to say. [Laughter]
She said it all, and she said it well. Congratula-
tions. Thank you for your example. I want to
say, also, a special word of welcome and thanks
to your Congresswoman, Eddie Bernice John-
son. We have been friends now for over 20
years. And I'm sure that when we first met,
well, T thought she might be in Congress some
day, but I'm sure she never thought I'd be

is folly to think that we should sit idly by when
a child who is a computer whiz may be exposed
to things on that computer which in some ways
are more powerful, more raw, and more inap-
propriate than those things from which we pro-
tect them when they walk in a 7-Eleven.

So as a matter of principle, I am not opposed
to it. I just can’t comment on the details of
the bill, because I do not know enough about
it. And I do not believe in any way shape or
form that we should be able to do on E-mail,
or through the electronic superhighway, in terms
of Government regulation of speech, anything
beyond what we could elsewhere. I think the
First Amendment has to be uniform in its appli-
cation.

So I'm not calling for a dilution of the First
Amendment. But if you just imagine, those of
us who have children and who think about this,
you just think about what’s the difference in
going in the 7-Eleven and hooking up to the
computer. I think that we have to find some
resolution of this. And within the Supreme
Court’s standards, which are very strict, I am
not philosophically opposed to some action.

Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. at the
Loews Anatole Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to Gregory Favre, outgoing president, Robert J.
Haiman, board of directors, and William B.
Ketter, incoming president, American Society of
Newspaper Editors; Gov. William F. Weld of
Massachusetts; and Gov. Stephen Merrill of New
Hampshire.

Dallas

President. [Laughter] I want to thank all your—
the local leaders for being here. We have people
from the city council and from the county com-
mission and from the State legislature. And we
have Mrs. Rouse, who's on the State commission
for AmeriCorps.

And Texas has been so supportive of
AmeriCorps. The Dallas Youth Service Corps
is doing a great job here with the Greater Dallas
Community Services Community of Churches
and other AmeriCorps programs. But I want
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to tell you something you may not know. Texas
has the largest number of AmeriCorps volun-
teers of any State in the country. You have peo-
ple who are walking a police beat, teaching kids,
building homes, helping seniors, cleaning up lit-
ter, immunizing children, doing all kinds of
things to make this State and these communities
and our children stronger and better for the
future and earning money for education as well.

I want to say a special word about this group.
I didn’t have a chance to ask everybody their
story, but I can tell you just from the biog-
raphies I got walking down the block here, this
is what I had in mind when we started
AmeriCorps. I have met one person here who
got off welfare to work in AmeriCorps and got
a GED, and several others said they had gotten
their GED. I met one person here who’s done
part of a college education and is going to use
the AmeriCorps money to help pay for those
college loans to get the college education. I met
one person here who was born to a mother
on welfare and was a Head Start child, who
is a college graduate, who came all the way
to Texas to help people who were like her when
she was a little girl.

When I started this national service program
with the idea of giving our young people a
chance to serve in a domestic Peace Corps, just
like the Peace Corps was when I was a young
man, except I wanted it to also be like the
GI bill. My idea was that we needed more peo-
ple to go to college, but we needed more people
to relate to each other across racial and income
and political lines. And if we had a national
service project where people could do whatever
folks in the community needed done, not what
some bureaucrat in Washington would decide
but what people in the community needed done,
and if they could do it without regard to their
race, their income, their background, just if they
were willing to serve and they wanted to earn
some money to pay for college education or
to pay for their further education, then we had
a chance to get the American people together.

Everywhere else, the American people—
somebody’s always trying to divide us from one
another. They're always trying to get us to fight.
Theyre  always  publicizing our fights.
AmeriCorps is about getting people together,
doing grassroots work, earning money for edu-
cation by serving your community. And all of
you are doing it. I am very, very, very proud
of you.

486

As you know, and as Alexis said, there’s been
some controversy about the AmeriCorps pro-
gram. And there are some people who say,
“Well, we have to cut the deficit and we have
to cut some spending, so we ought to cut that
because it’s new, or we ought to cut that be-
cause it’s inefficient.” Well, it’s not inefficient.
You've got 20,000 young people out here work-
ing all across America for a minimum wage,
working like crazy, and earning some money
to go to college just like they would if they
were serving in the military. The people who
are serving in the military earn the GI bill.
They're eligible for up to $30,000 in benefits.
But letting people earn enough for 2 years’
worth of benefits at about $4,700 a year, that’s
not too much to pay to give young people the
privilege of service and the energy and the op-
portunity to work with other people in other
ways.

There are people who say that any national
program is too bureaucratic. There is no bu-
reaucracy here. These programs in Texas were
funded by competition. People have to compete
for these projects and compete for these slots.
And nobody gets it unless they’re doing a good
job.
! Then there are people who say that if we
actually give young people the opportunity to
work full-time in volunteer work and pay them
a minimum wage and then let them earn some
money to go to college, somehow that will dis-
courage all the other volunteers. Well, look
around here. I don’t think that’s a very good
argument. All you've got to do is look around
to see that that is not true.

There is plenty of work to be done in this
country, folks. And the Government cannot do
it all, and it cannot be all paid for. It's got
to be done by community service groups. And
you're a part of that.

And there are people in our country who
have dreams and aspirations and who have per-
sonal problems, and they can’t be solved by
some high-flown program. They have to be
solved by people who make a decision to change
their lives, just like all these young people be-
hind me and all of you out there with your
AmeriCorps T-shirts. But it helps to change your
life if you know there’s somebody pulling for
you, somebody giving you a chance to serve
and somebody giving you a chance to get a
good education so you can have a good future.
That's what AmeriCorps is all about. We ought
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to keep it. We ought to stand behind it, and
we ought to keep going.

You will find this hard to believe, I bet, but
when I was your age—most of you—when 1
got out of high school, our country had a lot
of problems. The racial problems were more
severe than they are now. And we were involved
in a cold war with what was then the Soviet
Union. And we didn’t know for sure that there
would never be a nuclear war. And now, for
the first time since atomic bombs have been
made, there are no nuclear weapons pointed
at the American people by the Russian people.
I am proud of that.

But this age and time has its own problems.
If anybody had ever told me that we’d have
as many children born out of wedlock, I
wouldn’t have believed that. If anybody had ever
told me we’d have as many single mothers rais-
ing little children in poverty, I would not have
believed that. We have new problems and new
challenges. And the only answer to it is for
people in the community to take responsibility
for themselves and for each other and to have
the chance to pull themselves up and work their
way out. What did you say? That you wanted
a hand up, not a handout. That's as good a
way to say it as I can imagine. That’s what
AmeriCorps is all about.

This is a very great country, and there is
nothing we face that we cannot do. But we're
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Thank you very much. Thank you, Congress-
man Fazio, Congressman Matsui, General Yates.
General Phillips, thanks for having me back.
You'll have to start charging me rent if I don’t
quit coming out here. [Laughter] Lieutenant
Governor Davis, Mayor Serna, Supervisor Dick-
inson, Mr. Sherman, to all the others who are
here: Let me say, I love coming here. I've been
in this hangar before, but I've never had so
many young people and students here. I'm de-
lighted to see all of you. Thank you for coming.
I'm glad to see the college students, the ROTC
students, the City Year students here, the ele-
mentary school students. I'd also like to say it
is quite wonderful to come to California when

going up or down together. And if we're going
up together, we're going to have to make sure
everybody, everybody has a chance to get a good
education, because in a world economy, what
you can learn determines what you can earn.
And we're going to have to remember that what-
ever we do and however busy we are and what-
ever else we've got on our mind, we need to
take some time out to serve, to be citizens,
to work together to solve our common problems.

Don’t you feel better at the end of every
day, after you work and you do something for
somebody else? When you go home at night,
aren’t you proud of it? And aren’t you making
friends with people who are different from you
that you would never have known otherwise?
And don’t you think that will stay with you all
your life?

I just want you to make the most of your
life that you can, solve as many problems in
this community as you can, get that education,
and stay with AmeriCorps. I'll stay with you,
and together we can save it.

God bless you. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:15 p.m. at Fair
Park. In his remarks, he referred to Alexis Brisby,
AmeriCorps volunteer, and Eloise Medows
Rouse, board member, Texas Commission for Na-
tional and Community Service.

Force Base in Sacramento, California

there is no flood, no fire, no earthquake. I just
want to be here. I just wanted to come. And
when I was here not very long ago, I went
out to Roseville, and I had a meeting in a home
that had been totally destroyed. And the people
who hosted me are here, and I understand
they're rebuilding their home. I'd like to ask
them to be recognized; theyre brave people,
Rick Merenda and his wife. Stand up there,
and let’s give them a hand. [Applause]

That was really ungracious of Congressman
Fazio to mention the basketball game. [Laugh-
ter] But since he brought it up, I don’t think
I'm so brave for coming out. If we had won,
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